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Today we begin our Growing Forward: A Worship Series in which we're taking a look about the way that 
God has been at work in our congregation, what our dreams and visions are for the future and how we 
might use our resources to be a part of God's work here and now. I hope that over the next four weeks 
we'll have the opportunity to grow forward in our relationships with God and with one another as we 
consider how to use the time, talent and the resources that God has given us. This series will conclude 
on October 28 when you'll be invited to make an annual giving commitment to financially support God's 
work through this church in 2019. 

Today we focus on celebrating the great things that God is doing here at Berryton United Methodist 
Church and the way that God has been at work over many years here. To help us get a better look at 
ourselves, let's first take a closer look at this passage of Scripture. The passage through Scripture today 
comes from a significant moment in the history of the people of Israel. They had been freed from Egypt 
where they had been in bondage in slavery for hundreds of years. They've wandered in the wilderness 
for 40 years, an entire generation, and now have arrived at the Promised Land. They were just about to 
cross over to the River Jordan and into this land that God has promised them, the land that God had 
given them and Moses, their leader, would not be continuing with them. 

He gives a series of speeches and this is most of the book of Deuteronomy that we find in the passage 
today. Moses recounts the law, reminding them that they have received these words from God and 
brings the reminder that an obedient life comes from remembering who they are, God's people, God's 
chosen ones, a people freed from slavery. Moses also reminds them that there's danger in forgetting 
who they are as this leads to separation from God. With those things in mind, let me just read a few of 
these verses for you again. These are Moses' words to the people of Israel. "But watch yourself. Don't 
forget the Lord your God by not keeping his commands or his case laws or his regulations that I am 
commanding you right now." He says, "In the future, pay attention. Don't forget. When you eat, get full, 
build nice houses and settle down and when your herds and your flocks are growing large, your silver 
and gold are multiplying and everything that you have is thriving." 

You hear this picture about the Promised Land, it's an incredible future that Moses is painting for them 
and he says, "When those things happen, pay attention and don't become arrogant forgetting the Lord 
your God, the one who rescued you from Egypt, from the house of slavery." In the years ahead, Moses is 
inviting the people of Israel to remember God and the commands that they are receiving or else they 
will forget who it was that rescued them from slavery or else they will forget where they come from or 
else they may forget that they are God's chosen people. The people were looking forward to the future 
and as they did so they were always called back and remember who they are, to remember that they 
are the people of God. And this image that I have in my mind is of a playground, a swing on a playground 
and if you're on a swing if you wanna swing forward what you have to do is swing back.

And this is what the people of Israel are doing. They are going back, they're swinging back, to remember 
who they are as they swing forward into the Promised Land. And I believe the same thing is an 
opportunity for us as a congregation that as we move into the future that we need to go back and 
remember who it is that God has called us to be, where we've come from as a congregation and it can 
give us direction and guidance about where we may go in the future. And so I wanna do a congregation 
participation, one opportunity to do that and to just give a visual about who it is that is connected here 
and how long you've been connected. And so what I have, I've got a list of the preachers, the pastors 
here back to the very beginning of this congregation and so, in just a moment, I'm gonna invite everyone 
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to stand or if you're not comfortable standing, if you're not able to stand for a bit, to raise your hand 
and then when I say the name of the preacher, if you were here during that time, stay standing. If you 
were not here during that time, be seated. 

Make sense? Sort of make sense? Okay, so we're gonna start with me. Andrew Connor. You are all here 
now so we invite you to stand as you are able. And you're all here, clearly, today. Before me it was Andy 
Hargrove, came in 2012. Everyone who's here that was here then. Before him, Kimboom Kim.

Kibum.

Kibum Kim, thank you for that. A few of you came during Andy's time. Before that was Pat Buss, came in 
2004. All right, everyone was here during Pat Buss. Jerry Vaughn. All right, so a few people came don't 
remember Jerry. How about Carl, is it, Bissle? Missle, Carl, Missle. Okay, so that was a good number of 
folks that came when Jerry Vaughn was here. Before Carl was Leroy Foreman. All right, do you 
remember Leroy? You guys are good. Still remember Leroy. James Stegall. Laurence Fry. All right. Laura 
Werty? Ray Nesmith? A few more. So Ray Nesmith and so we've got three folks left. W.D. Knight. All 
right, W.D. Knight. Frank and Lovejoy Bennett. Lloyd Kurt. Oh, okay. Frank and Lovejoy Bennett. So 1955, 
Frank and Lovejoy were here for three years and before that W.D. Knight [inaudible 00:06:32] and now 
Pearl and Paula, is that right, that were here, the three longest folks that have been here at the church? 
Did I get that right? 

Jan. 

Excellent. Jan, oh I'm sorry. I was looking, you're right in the light. Sorry about that. Jan. Yeah and before 
that Carl Mundinger, Raymond York, Eunice Dowds, Arcy Russell, L. Wesley Rawlins, L.A. Stone. 
Everyone came at a different season here at Berryton United Methodist Church. There will be people 
that will continue to be connected in the seasons ahead and everyone has a little bit different 
experience about who we are as a congregation as you've come and gotten connected. Some more 
recently as you've seen and some have been here for many years. I wanna remind you just some of that 
history and to help us look for things that still hold true today. You may remember the present Berryton 
United Methodist Church was organized October 19th, 1937. There was a special meeting at the Salem 
United Brethren in Christ Church and there was a small congregation, only 3 members at the time. 

They began to call on their neighbors in the community to say, "Hey, what would it be like if there was a 
new church here in Berryton?" Inquiries were made about this particular property. It was decided that 
this place would be the place to build a new church building but at the time the land wasn't for sale. The 
records say that a prayer meeting was held at the high school just over here and the building project left 
in the hands of the Lord. About three months later, the minister received a letter saying that the 
property was available for sale now but to the church only. Raymond York was a pastor at the time the 
Board of Trustees authorized the purchase of the property. It was purchased June 19th, 1947. So ten 
years after the congregation was organized, they bought the property where we stand today.

Now I find this to be incredible. From October 1948 to October 1949, the congregation doubled in 
membership and tripled in worship attendance. Can you imagine, in 12 months, doubling their 
membership and tripling in worship attendance? Construction began, as you know, of that space over 
there, was our very first sanctuary in September of 1947. There was a United Brethren Church that had 
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been torn down, that was closing in Iola and the lumber that the walnut native lumber could be had if 
only you would send some truck to pick it up. Two trucks went and returned with the lumber. The bricks 
were bought for a penny apiece down at the Five and Ten stores on Kansas Avenue in Topeka that were 
being torn down and the church had the rock for hauling it away. 

The whole community responded to different phases of the building and the only paid labor was a brick 
layer and his helper. The first services were held on October 16th, 1949. The building was dedicated 
April 23rd, 1950 and this begins one of the clues, I believe, about our history that still holds true today. 
When there was a need, when there was a sense that we're doing this together, Berryton United 
Methodist Church is all in. This congregation pulls together and spends time and resources, finances, 
whatever it is, to help make it happen. That happened when the very first sanctuary was built and it's 
happened over and over again here. The denomination changed the evangelical church, which we were 
a part of and the United Brethren Church united in 1956 and then in 1968, joined with the Methodist 
Church to become the present day United Methodist Church. 

You may remember the cornerstone being laid for this space on April 6th, 1976. Construction and 
finishing continued over several years and it was dedicated March 19th, 1980. Again, it was a project 
where the community pulled together, where the congregation worked together to move into the 
future that they felt God was calling them to. Some years later, in the year 2000, the congregation 
entered a transformational process that was working through the annual conference and the General 
Board of Global Ministries at the time. This was an intentional effort to reach out to our neighbors to ask 
them, what is it that we might do to help you grow in your faith? How might each person contribute as a 
disciple of Jesus Christ? And in April of that year, the congregation voted to begin the building project 
for our Family Life Center and elect the building committee. 

The groundbreaking for the Family Life Center, of course, May 2nd, 2004. The very first event there was 
a wedding reception in June 15th, 2005 and it was consecrated August 14th, 2005. These milestones and 
buildings tell just one story of the congregation. They help give us a picture that these buildings that we 
have are tools for us to use to be about God's work. I'm so grateful for those that have come before us, 
those generations that have been here in this place that have faithfully sought to serve God and to share 
God's love with our community. They bring us to where we are today and set the foundation for what 
the future will hold. Who we are and where we come from are part of who we are today and what God's 
future will be for us. Our history is connected with our future and I wanna take a look at some of the 
pictures from this congregation just in recent months to celebrate the connection of the past and what 
we celebrate today. 

This is a picture of course of this space transformed. You remember Vacation Bible School and not so 
long ago this summer. Berryton United Methodist Church has had a commitment to helping children and 
families, young people, to share in God's love with them and helping them grow in their faith. This is not 
something that began in recent years. This is a commitment and a value that we've had for generations. 
The youth, the children, we care about them here at Berryton United Methodist Church. This is, of 
course, you may recognize the food pantry at I Care. I Care is a partnership that happens with other 
churches in the area and here at Berryton United Methodist Church we care about those that are in 
need. There are countless volunteers who've served at I Care over the years that help began the work 
together and that serve every week to help make sure that those that are in need receive something to 
eat. 
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This is a critical ministry in the life of our community and one which we've been committed to. We seek 
to serve other people. This is a picture of a project that was began just recently, Days For Girls. This is an 
effort that seeks to pay attention to the needs internationally of women's issues around the world. 
We're partnering with another congregation in Eudora United Methodist Church that help prepare 
women and young girls as they are making their way and providing the health supplies that they might 
need. This is a commitment to serve not only those that are here in our community but those that are 
around the world. Not so long ago, our Habitat For Humanity build, we've got our second day coming up 
on that, this Saturday. We care about providing housing for those that are in need and those that are 
living not so far away in Topeka. 

Habitat For Humanity is a commitment that we've made this year as a part of building on faith, a 
collaboration among congregations and we care about serving those and making sure that there's safe, 
affordable housing for those that need it. Our Back to School Carnival is just one example of our 
partnership with Berryton Elementary School. This is a continuing partnership that has continued to 
grow stronger over the years providing school supplies and a fun opportunity for families in our area to 
say, "You may never come into this space but we want you to know that we care about you, that we 
care about the life and children and families that live in our community." And some of these things may 
be big events that you may notice and some are kind of behind the scenes, which I think are pretty cool.

One of the ways that we seek to bless our neighbors just right next door over at the elementary school is 
by, every week someone from the congregation takes an order and they run to Sonic and they bring 
them back for the teachers and faculty that are there. This is just one of the boxes, this is one of several 
boxes that are from that Sonic run every week and it's a pretty cool thing. It happens week to week and 
that's a way that we seek to bless our neighbors at the elementary school. And then of course Topeka 
Jump, this is a new initiative in the life of the church. It is seeking to address the issues of justice in the 
greater Topeka area. We're one of a number of congregations and the next house meeting is coming up 
this week on Wednesday just over here in the parlor and conversations about what is it that keeps you 
up at night? What are the concerns in our community that we might make a difference in together? 

These are just a sample of some of the ways that God is at work here in our congregation today and 
tomorrow is my 100th day as your preacher. And during the first 100 days, I've had the chance to meet 
with dozens of you to ask you questions about this congregation and this community and two of the 
questions that I've asked are this, why is it that you are proud to be connected with Berryton United 
Methodist Church? And of all the congregations that you might be a part of, why are you glad to be 
connected here? And this week I went back and looked over those notes, reviewed my notes from that 
and the notes from our history and I want to share with you some of the common themes. Many of you 
said, "I'm proud to be connected with Berryton United Methodist Church because we care for young 
people. Children's Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Back to School Carnival are connected with the 
elementary school and our focus on our youth groups throughout the years. Berryton United Methodist 
Church, we care for young people."

You're proud to be connected because of our focus on our community. It matters if you live in this 
surrounding region. If you live in Berryton building the Family Life Center, the tent revivals, 
transformational process, to listen to our neighbors. The [inaudible 00:16:16] school outreach that 
we've had over the years, our community dinners and concerts, all these things to be a center, a 
community gathering place, a place for our community, Berryton United Methodist Church, we focus on 
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our community. We also seek to serve others in a myriad of ways. Topeka Cleanup, Days For Girls, 
Habitat For Humanity, our Mission Community that began not so long ago, Share Fest, the I Care Food 
Bank, the mission trips out of state, all these things and more, we are a congregation that is committed 
to serving the needs of others, to speaking up for those that have no voice. Berryton United Methodist 
Church, we serve others. 

And we welcome all to God's family. Many of you described the sense of coming in here and the 
relationships that connect us over time, a real family atmosphere, both when we gather for worship but 
also times of illness and during times of grief. The acceptance and the welcome that many of you 
expressed coming here is something that's special. As a congregation, we care for young people, focus 
on our community, we serve others and we welcome all to God's family. These things are not new to our 
congregation. They've been a part of who we are since our very founding and I believe that they will 
continue to be a part of who we are well into the future long past any of our time here. And the good 
thing, the good news, is that God has great things in mind for our congregation. There's great things in 
the future of Berryton United Methodist Church and I believe that the best years of our congregation 
are ahead of us. 

They don't lie in the past. One key aspect of catylizing God's work through out church is your annual 
giving commitment. Over the next several weeks, I invite you and your family to begin to share a 
conversation with each other to pray for God's guidance in response to this question, what percentage 
of my income is God calling me to give in the year ahead? We'll be inviting you to make an annual giving 
commitment on October 28th and we invite you to pray in the days ahead to consider how God might 
be calling you. Today we've considered just a few of the celebrations of God's work here at Berryton 
United Methodist Church and I wanna thank you for being a congregation that cares for young people, 
that focuses on our community, that serves others and that welcomes all to God's family. Will you pray 
with me?

Oh God, we give you thanks for the way that you have been at work here over many years and we ask 
that you lead us into the future unafraid toward the dreams and visions that you have in mind for us 
that you've placed in our hearts and in our lives. Strengthen and encourage us. Use us to be about your 
work. All these things in Jesus' name. Amen.
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