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Today we continue our Growing Forward worship series and we are considering today dreams and 
visions for the future here at Berryton United Methodist Church.

I wanted to begin with a picture of a vision for something that had not yet happened before. It 
happened six years ago today. On October 14th, 2012 Austrian Felix Baumgartner set the world record 
for the highest ever skydive. Do you remember this? He jumped from a balloon approximately 24 miles 
above the Earth, and on the way down he reached a speed of 833 miles per hour. He was the first 
person to break the sound barrier wearing only a high-tech pressurized suit. 

This took place from a height about three times the average cruising altitude for airliners, and it took 
him nine minutes to come to the Earth with free fall for about half that time. He deployed a parachute 
and landed safely in New Mexico. I was captured by this idea, this vision for something that had not yet 
happened. I wanted to share some of the highlights with you from the mission. Let's take a look. 

[inaudible 00:02:13] release. 

If you're scared [00:02:18] because there's no need to feel ashamed, yet we all feel the same. Where's 
your passion? Where's your father today? [inaudible 00:02:35]. 

[inaudible 00:02:47]. Felix at a stable descent. Felix [inaudible 00:03:27] a new world record holder. 

Can you imagine what that would've been like? I just can't imagine. I've never been skydiving, or much 
less anywhere close to that altitude, but part of what I think that story captures is this idea of doing 
something that has not yet been done before. A dream of the future that has yet to be realized, and 
moving forward with a team that helps make that possible. 

You saw all the folks that were part of the story there helping make it happen, support team on the 
ground, a mission control there, a whole team of people that help make the future possible. 

One of the fascinating things about it for me is that the prior record holder, the prior record, was set in 
1960. Joe Kittinger jumped from 19 miles up to test a high-altitude parachute system for the military. He 
was a US Air Force captain at the time. Joe was part of the support team. He was the one that was on 
the radio with Felix as he was ascending, and then giving him encouragement, and instructions, walking 
him through step by step during the ascent, and then just before he jumped. 

The prior record holder was present every step of the way, and this picture for something that's never 
been done before is built on the backs of those that had come before, technologically, and technically, 
but the people as well. This jump began with a vision for the future that saw beyond what was currently 
possible. 

It was built on the past and made possible by those who came before. As we consider the future, the 
dreams, and visions, for Berryton United Methodist Church I believe that the same thing is true for us. 
We know that God can do through us far more than we could ever ask for or imagine. The scriptures 
promise that for us. 
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I also know that who we are, and who we'll be in the future, who we'll become is built on the past, and 
made possible by those generations that have come before us. We're continuing our growing forward 
series the worship series for our annual stewardship campaign. My hope is that over the next several 
weeks that we'll grow in our relationship with Jesus, and as we consider how we use the time, and 
talents, and the finances that God has given us. 

We'll conclude on October 28th when we'll make a financial giving commitment for the year ahead to be 
about God's work through this church. I want to take a closer look at the scripture today, because this 
vision for the future is something that we see over, and over, in the scriptures as well. 

I want to remind you of this story of the calling of Abraham. You remember that in this passage of 
scripture that was heard today he receives a new name as a milestone for this new part in his journey 
with God. Years before, we know that Abram is married to Sarai. They've settled in Haran, this ancestral 
home where generations have lived, where his father has lived and will die one day. 

Life is going fine for the family but then almost out of nowhere God calls Abram to do a brand new 
thing. This happens just five chapters earlier in Genesis. I want to go back to remind you of this first 
interaction that God has with Abram. It's in Genesis chapter 12 starting with verse one. 

The Lord said to Abram leave your land, your family, and your father's household for the land that I will 
show you. I will make of you a great nation and will bless you. I will make your name respected and you 
will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you. Those who curse you I will curse. All the families of 
the Earth will be blessed because of you. 

Abram left just as the Lord told him and Lot went with him. Now, Abram was 75 years old when he left 
Haran. Following God's command at 75 years old Abram took him wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all of the 
family, and the household, and the wealth that they'd acquired and traveled to a brand new place. God 
promises that in the future you will be a blessing to all the world. This family will exist to bless other 
people. 

The years continue as we read in the scriptures, this family leaves for their new home. They have to 
leave that new place to survive a famine and return finally to face the reality of war and conflict with 
Abram's brother. It brings us back to that passage for today. 

I want to read just the first verses again for you and see what you notice about Abram himself, the 
description that we have of him. 

When Abram was 99 years old the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, I am [inaudible 00:08:05], 
walk with me and be trustworthy. I will make a covenant between us and I will give you many, many 
descendants. Did you notice what's changed for Abram? He's now 99 years old. This is 24 years after 
Abram first heard from God.

When God first made the promise that I will be your God, you will be my people, and through you all of 
the nations of Earth will be blessed. This invitation, this promise for the future, this dream, and vision is 
24 years later. God is reminding Abraham of this promise. He continues to make it known that this will 
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happen in the future. God reminds him of the promise, and casts this vision for the future, and the same 
thing I think is true for us today. 

What is it that we are finally living into today that began generations ago, decades ago, as just a spark, 
as an idea, as an opportunity? One of those examples for us is this building over here began years ago a 
vision of a place where the community could gather, where we could host events in the community to 
be a place where we might shine God's life through this building that began years ago, and we have the 
opportunity to live into that today. 

I believe that there are dreams and visions that are in our hearts and minds today that would not find 
fruit until years ahead, but that God continues to be at work making God's promises come true. Good 
things. More than we could ask or imagine good things for our future. 

So what is God's vision for the future of our congregation? I believe that it's placed on our hearts and 
minds. Over the last several months I have had the opportunity to have conversations with dozens of 
you about this congregation, where we've been, and where we might be going? 

I've asked two specific questions that have to do with the future. One is to say God is calling Berryton 
United Methodist Church to be, and then to fill in the blanks. This week what I did was I typed those up, 
I typed up your responses that I heard from, and I made a word cloud for this picture of your responses 
to this, and I want to share it with you and see what you notice. 

This is the words that were used to finish the sentence God is calling Berryton United Methodist Church 
to be. I want you to just take a look at that and see what stands out for you. What do you notice?

Outreach.

Outreach, yeah. One of the words that was used most often. What else do you see?

Serve.

What's that? 

Serve. Yeah, that stands out. 

Spirituality. 

Spirituality, yeah. God is calling us to be. Calling Berryton United Methodist Church to be. What other 
words resonate with you here?

Hands. 

Hands. Yeah, there're hands and there're feet up there I believe. This is part of the way that God has 
planted a dream and vision in our hearts. God is calling us to be these things, an outreach, a place to 
connect with hands and feet. We can do these things through God who strengthens us. 
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The other question that I asked about the future is, what do you think God wants our congregation to 
emphasis in the next three to five years? Here's some of those words. What do you notice here? What 
words resonate with you about the next three to five years?

God. Youth. 

God. Youth. 

Families. 

Families. What else stands out for you?

Missions. 

Missions. 

Supporting. 

Loving. 

Loving. These begin to give us some taste I believe of what God has in mind for us and the dreams, and 
visions, that God has already placed on our lives. Here's the great thing about our dreams and visions as 
a congregation. They are not something new. When I looked at those words and the results of what you 
had shared I thought these are things that I've heard before.

Last week, we considered the feeling of pride that you shared with me about being connected with this 
congregation, why it is that you're glad to be part of Berryton United Methodist Church, and to me 
those are organized around four main ideas. I shared them with you that last week, and that's this, 
Berryton United Methodist Church, you're proud to be a part of it, glad to be part of this congregation, 
because we care for young people.

We focus on our community, serve others, and welcome all to God's family. These things that we are 
glad about that we feel pride about being connected here they are the same things I believe that will 
guide us into the future. Many of these very same things are connected with our dreams, our visions, 
what might be in this congregation. 

I believe that God's vision for us is to become more of who we are, and more of who we've always been. 
It may mean doing things in new and different ways but it does not mean changing who we are as a 
congregation. The good news is that God does not break God's promises. 

That the promise that God made to Abraham as we find in the scriptures [inaudible 00:14:07] happen, it 
finally came to fruition we know years and generations later. What was true for Abraham is also true for 
us today. God promises to be with us. To be present in our community. To strengthen and guide us as 
we seek to be a light for our community is the very same promise as it was 81 years ago when this 
congregation was founded. 
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The vision of a new church in Berryton 81 years ago is the same vision that can carry us into the future. 
We are building on a legacy of those who have come before us. That we're committed to creating a 
Christian community here in this place. To be a light to our neighbors, or where upcoming generations 
can learn to love God, and to love our neighbors. 

One tangible way to help our congregation live, and to God's dreams and visions for our future is to 
make an annual giving commitment. When we return a portion of our financial blessings to God through 
God's tithes and our offerings we invest in God's mission right here in Berryton and beyond.

We are a part of God's vision and create an opportunity for God to work through us and through our 
church. This year, we're asking that every household return an annual giving commitment card even if 
you're only able to make a limited financial commitment, or even if you put nothing at this time. Our 
goal is for 100% of our regular attendees to make a giving commitment for 2019. 

We'll present our annual giving commitment cards during worship on October 28th, and as a way of 
saying thank you we'll have a sticker, place on your car or a mug, something that can help you share the 
story to others about Berryton United Methodist Church. We'll be giving those to new visitors, first time 
visitors, in the year ahead. 

As you begin to consider your annual giving commitment over the next several weeks I invite you to talk 
to God and other in your family seeking to answer the question, what percentage of my income is God 
calling me to give in the year ahead?

Your annual giving commitment helps Berryton United Methodist Church continue to be a congregation 
that cares for young people, that focuses on our community, that serves others, and that welcomes all 
towards God's family. These things that we have been since our very beginning, and these things that 
through God's grace we will continue for generations ahead.

Together we can grow forward into the dream that God has for us together. Will you pray with me?

Oh God, you have been our help in ages past, and our help for years to come. We ask that at in this time 
and place that you help us to be faithful, to seek after your promises, and to live into them in our 
everyday lives. God, guide us as a congregation as you've placed dreams and visions for our lives 
together.

Possibilities, and hope, and opportunities that we may not yet imagine. God expand our eyes, 
strengthen our hearts, as we seek to live for you. We offer this congregation. We offer our lives to you. 
In Jesus name. Amen. 

https://www.rev.com/

