
2018-10-21 Growing Forward - What does the Bible... (Completed  
10/22/18)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 1 of 6

Today we continue growing forward, the worship series for our annual Stewardship Campaign. Two 
weeks ago, we celebrated the ministry here at Barrington United Methodist Church. And last week, we 
considered dreams and visions for the future. Next week we'll have the opportunity to make our annual 
giving commitments for 2019. And today I want to share a bit about what the Bible has to say about 
money. The scripture for today is one of the more well known passages about money and giving. 
However, there are themes that go through both the Old and the New Testament, that connect with 
how we might use our financial resources. We're going to first take a look at these broad themes and 
then take a closer look at some specific scripture that give us the characteristics of what it might mean 
to be a biblical giver, one who gives faithfully according to what we find in scripture.

And we begin in the Old Testament. The Old Testament, as you know, has the story of creation, the 
story of God calling a particular people and saying, I will be your God and you will be my people, their 
journey into slavery, their journey out of slavery into the promise land, cycles of faithfulness and 
unfaithfulness, and finally concluding with a promised Messiah and anticipating coming in the future. 
Now throughout all of those themes, we find that some of these stories that relate to how we might use 
our finances. And one of the Old Testament themes about money is this, a warning against greed and 
the hoarding of money. We saw this particularly when the people of Israel are moving into the promised 
land and they were warned that things are going to go well for you, and even then, don't forget where 
these good things have come from. Warning against being greedy and holding resources only to 
ourselves.

Another theme that we find in the Old Testament is that, wealth can be seen as a blessing from God. No 
matter what we find our circumstances in, all of that we have comes from God. So if you find yourself in 
a place of being exceedingly wealthy or even wealthy beyond what you may have imagined, it is a 
blessing from God. We also find in the Old Testament that wealth can be a source of temptation, Jesus 
as well speaks about this. What we see, that throughout the entire scriptures, that it can be a 
temptation and it's something that can draw our attention away from God. We also are introduced this 
idea of the tide or the first fruits. This is the 1/10 of one's flocks, or crops, or income. As you might 
imagine in that time, many people either raised crops or they raised animals and they had some kind of 
business, a handful of people made their living in other ways, but the priests, the people of God are 
invited to bring the first results of their produce, the first animals of that season. And to offer them to be 
about God's work, to dedicate them, to set them aside for God.

We also see in the Old Testament the theme that we're called to be stewards of the resources that God 
has given us. We see this perhaps most clearly in Genesis when we looked to the beginning of creation, 
when God creates humankind and places them in the middle of a beautiful paradise, and ask that they 
care for and take care of it. Not to be owners of it, but to be stewards of it, for those that might come 
after us.

And the same thing is true for our finances and for our resources today, we're called to be stewards of 
that which God has given us. When we move to the New Testament, you remember of course, that the 
New Testament first tells the story of Jesus and then it goes on to tell the story of the early church, 
those communities of faith that were gathering and beginning to gather around the Mediterranean Sea. 
And one of the ... And then finally ending with Revelation which looks towards Christ coming again. 
Where then, there will be no more crying, or tears, or death. And one of the surprising things for some 
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perhaps, is that money is one of the key teachings of Jesus. Jesus speaks most about the kingdom of God 
or God's kingdom in the Gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.

But second, the topic he talks about second most is money, it's one of the key teachings of Jesus. And 
when Jesus is speaking about money, one of the things that he warns against, is against the love of 
money, we saw that in the Old Testament as well that it might be a temptation for us, but Jesus is more 
specific that there can be a destructive power in the love of money. When we love finances, it can begin 
to take the place of other things that we might more properly love instead. Family members and friends, 
our relationship with God, the love of money can overpower and overtake us if we let it. Finally, we also 
see in the New Testament that generosity is a sign of commitment to the Gospel. We see that in early 
Christian communities, generosity with money and substance were regarded as a mark of true 
commitment to the Gospel, that they realized that giving to God's work was a very concrete and 
compelling way to follow God's call.

And as we look about these themes of money, I just want to recognize again, here at the church, we've 
talked about money a lot in the last several months. We had a very successful capital campaign over the 
summer that was able to resurface our parking lot and has some work yet to be done, take care of some 
areas of our children's home, children's space downstairs, and yet today and next week, we are making 
commitments for the entire year ahead to sustain our everyday ministry in the life of the church. And so 
I wanted to share a little bit about a portrait of what a biblical giver would be. Some characteristics that 
we see both in these themes, in the Old and the New Testaments, and also look at some scripture, 
particularly. The first two characteristics I'd like to put together, that someone might give intentionally 
and cheerfully. Being intentional in one's giving means developing a plan for your giving and then 
following through with that plan.

Being intentional is something that applies in many aspects of our life and you might look forward to 
something in your job, in your home, with your family, where you have to make plans and take step by 
step, moving in a direction. And the same thing is true when we give. We see this in 2 Corinthians, 
Chapter 9, verses 6 and 7. Paul writes to the church at Corinth. “What I mean is this, the one who sows a 
small number of seeds will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows a generous amount of seeds 
will also reap a generous crop. Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart, they 
shouldn't give with hesitation or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver.” And there's several 
pieces of the scripture that Paul is teaching both the church at Corinth, and I believe for us today.

The first is that, everyone should give whatever they've decided in their heart to give. Don't give more 
than that and don't give less than that. I think that part of what Paul reminds us here is that, when we 
have a sense of something in our hearts, sometimes our mind can talk us out of it. I don't know if you've 
ever had that experience in your life, but our heart can draw us in one direction, but our mind says, “No, 
that just doesn't make sense.” So the invitation is to give whatever you have decided in your heart, and 
then should not give with hesitation or because of pressure. So I want to be clear, we are inviting you to 
make an annual giving commitment, but I do not want you to feel guilt or pressure to do so. It's an 
opportunity to direct your resources to be a part of God's at work through this church, but like especially 
that last piece, the invitation is to give cheerfully.

And so if you don't feel this call, this desire in your heart, don't give grudgingly or unwillingly give 
cheerfully whatever you've decided in your heart to give. Being intentional, being cheerful about it, and 
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then also being regular in your giving. To be regular in the giving means to establish a pattern in your 
giving and to follow that pattern. Develop a habit perhaps. You might think of habits in the rest of your 
life where they can help you move in a direction that you'd like to move, things that are good habits and 
there's things about our lives that are bad habits as well. But when we consider giving, regular giving 
helps create a habit in our lives. It helps it make the priority that you might direct your resources in that 
particular way. It helps the church with their cash flow throughout the year and it creates an 
opportunity for you to continually shape your life around the attitude of generosity and giving.

And we see this in the Scriptures, in 1 Corinthians, Chapter 16, verse 2. “On the first day of the week, 
each of you should set aside whatever you can afford from what you earn so that the collection won't be 
delayed until I come.” Now, what Paul is talking about here in this scripture is, is he was traveling to all 
of the churches that he'd started around the Mediterranean, and was gathering a collection for those 
that were in need in Jerusalem. He was going to take it back where the church was most established 
there, in that capital city and give to those that were in need. And so he says, “When I show up, I don't 
want to expect you to just give right then, set aside a little bit every week so that when it comes time for 
the collection, you might be able to give for it.”

Even modern day country, I've heard stories about people in other countries that would set aside a bit 
of rice from their daily allotment or from their crops as they're coming in. And then when it comes time 
to give to the church, are able to bring a whole sack full. Setting aside whatever you can afford from 
what you earn, so the collection won't be delayed until I come. This idea of being a regular giver is one 
that helps shape- is shaped from our faith. The next characteristic is to be generous. We are generous 
because God is first generous with us. God is generous in offering us grace and love, this unmerited gift 
that we have nothing to do with, this forgiveness and acceptance that all we have to do is receive it. 
That God has given us gifts, and abilities, and talents, and resources that perhaps are far beyond that 
you might ever have imagined you'd find yourself in, and that God sustains us even now with our very 
breath.

God has been generous with us and we have the opportunity to in return be generous with all that God 
has given us. Paul writes again in 2 Corinthians, Chapter 9, verse 8, where it says this, “God has the 
power to provide you with more than enough, of every kind of grace. That way you will have everything 
you need always and in everything to provide more than enough for every kind of good work. We follow 
a generous God who provides both for us and provides for others through us.” One of the things that 
researchers have taught us about different income levels, people say they get asked, wherever you are, 
what level of income would help you to feel satisfied? And from those that are making very little to 
those that are making quite a bit of money, everyone says something more than they're already getting.

So part of being generous is to recognize that everything has come from God originally and that we can 
be grateful for what we've received, that we might offer a portion of it back to God. Not to hold onto it 
tightly, but to hold onto it loosely, to use what we have to take care of ourselves and to be a part of 
God's work, and through this church. We also had the opportunity to give first. Giving first, that means 
that whenever you receive your income, that before writing a cheque to ... The first cheque, the first 
way that you give is to the church, to God's work through the church. Before you pay your bills, before 
you enter, the grocery store, or the movies, pay attention to your resources that are going to be about 
God's work. 
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Again, we see this idea in the Old Testament, this idea of first fruits, the first of the harvest in 
Deuteronomy 26, 1-3. It says this, “Once you've entered the land, the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance and you take possession of it and are settled there,” this is the promised land that they're 
moving into. “Once you've done that, take some of the early produce of the fertile ground that you've 
harvested from the land the Lord your God is giving you and put it in a basket. Then go to the location 
the Lord your God selects for his name to reside. Go to the priest who is in office at that time and say to 
him, I am declaring right now, before the Lord my God, that I have indeed arrived in the land that the 
Lord swore to our ancestors to give us.” When they moved into the promise land, the invitation was that 
they would give to God some of the early produce, that they might give to God first.

Giving first is connected with the one before giving generously. If you'd like to give generously, if you 
aspire for that, if you hope to do that, you almost have to give first. When we don't give first things can 
get in the way of us being generous, and so our invitation is to give first. And even if you don't have a 
crop, a literal crop, the invitation is to do that with our income, whatever that may be. Finally, the 
characteristic is to give proportionally in proportion to what it is that we have received. Over the last 
several weeks, I've been inviting you to pray about the question, what percentage of my income is God 
inviting me to give to be a part of God's work in the year ahead? And the scripture passage for today 
tells us, gives us an example of that.

Jesus describes this widow who's giving at the temple. It's a very small dollar amount. It's not a ... It's 
perhaps even insignificant when considering what others might be giving. But she ... Well, that dollar 
amount may have been insignificant, the amount that she gave in proportion to what she had was 
greatly significant. She gave in a very extremely generous way, is not because of the dollar amount, but 
because of the impact that it had on her, the amount of her resources that she directed towards God's 
work. The good news for us today is that giving can free our hearts for greater love of God, can make 
space in our lives for God to be at work in incredible ways, and that through us, God can make a 
difference in the lives of our neighbors through the incredible work of this congregation.

Next week, you'll be invited to make an annual giving commitment for 2019. If you are on our 
membership list here, and we have your up to date contact information, you'll be receiving a 
commitment card in the mail. We invite you to hold onto that, pray over it, complete it, and then bring it 
back to worship next Sunday, we'll present them during worship. If you forget your card or if you're not 
a member and you don't receive one, we'll have them in every bulletin so that you might have the 
chance to make a commitment as well as over the next several weeks. So I just want to answer some of 
the questions, the common questions that people have about giving. Some people ask, well, what's the 
best way to give? And I always say the best way to give is any way that you can make it automatic, either 
through your bank or through the churches online giving.

Some people have the opportunity to set up a regular cheque that would get sent in the mail to be 
received here. That's a way to give first and to make sure that you are able to give fulfilling your 
intention, no matter whether you're able to be here, or if you're sick, or out of town, guarantees that 
the church receives your gifts. We also have that opportunity through the churches online giving, and 
this might be the best way to give in a way that you can automate it. You don't have to think about it, 
and you can make your commitment first. 
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Some people say, well, what if I can't make a commitment? What if I can't give for whatever reason? 
That's okay. You might find yourself in a very difficult financial spot and I recognize that, and that is an 
okay place to be. There's a number of reasons that you may not be able to make a commitment, and if 
that's the case for you, return the card anyway. Just write zero or I'm going to give as I'm able. Returning 
the card itself is a sign of your commitment and even if that number is zero, we invite you to give your 
commitment. You can always increase or decrease your commitment if your situation changes.

Some people say, “Well, how much should I give?” Well the Bible teaches us to give a tithe, which is the 
first 10% of what we earn, and this idea of giving in proportion and then the tithe being the goal. And 
you might say, “Andrew, that's 10%. I just don't know if we can manage that," and that's okay. You 
might start off this year, maybe we want to give 1%. Maybe if I'd never thought about giving in 
proportion to my income, maybe starting at 1% this year, and then the year after that I'd like to increase 
to 2%, and over 10 year journey, you might move to the tithe and see what it's like for you to give in that 
way.

This is our invitation to give in proportion to your income with the goal of tithe, have been the goal. And 
some of you may already be there, I want to recognize that as well, and for you it may be, be going 
beyond that to giving a bit more generously to be a part of God's work. And then those of you that are 
paying attention to math, or you're thinking about this is a little bit boring, you say, well, wait a minute, 
how do I calculate 10%t? Is this my gross income or my net income? Because there's two numbers on 
my paycheck and one is what I get, and the other is minus what goes to the government for my taxes. So 
what are you talking about here? How do I calculate 10%? And I would say either way, it doesn't matter. 
If you are looking at your giving proportionately, that's the goal.

As United Methodist pastors, our salaries are public information. So I want to share with you that Nicole 
and I are making an annual giving commitment of $8,250 for 2019. And I want to invite you to join us in 
giving generously to support God's work through our church in the year ahead. But this is above and 
beyond our commitment to our growing, our first impressions capital campaign, and we'll continue to 
pay on that as well. Other people say, is there a way that I can make a planned gift to the church? And 
yes, there is a way. Many families find that they're able to be generous to God's work through the 
church as part of an estate gift in ways that may not otherwise be possible during their lifetime. 

We are gathering that information here at Barrington United Methodist Church, if you have, 
remembered the church in your will, or made some kind of a planned financial gift, will you just indicate 
that on the card? There's a place to mark that. And if you'd like to find out more about how to make a 
planned gift that will help us sustain the church for generations to come, just indicate your interest 
there as well and we'll be able to get you information. So will you consider making an annual giving 
commitment in proportion to your income for 2019. We'll turn those in the next week and continue to 
see the way that God will grow through us and in our congregation as we experience the joy of giving, 
and together we are growing forward. Will you pray with me?

Oh God, we give you thanks for all the ways that you are generous with us. We ask that you might guide 
our conversations as individuals, as families, as households, you might help us to give cheerfully without 
hesitation what you placed on our hearts. We pray most of all, perhaps, Oh God, that you might use the 
resources that we, that this congregation has been given wisely, and that ways that expand your 
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kingdom, beginning right here in Barrington and expanding to all the ends of the earth. Oh God. We 
offer ourselves to you, in Jesus' name. Amen.

Amen.
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