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I love the Bible. I read it every single day, usually on an app on my phone, but I get these words into my 
soul every day. I take a closer look at it when I'm preparing for scripture or for studies, for preaching 
every week. And there's times when I've memorized portions of it. I wish I could memorize more. I need 
to spend more time on that, and I love the words. I love the scripture, and yet, I also struggle with it.

There are parts of the Bible that I have very serious questions about. There are passages that I don't 
really understand at all and others that I wonder, "How is it possible that these words are part of our 
Holy Book?" I would guess that I'm not the only one that has questions about the Bible. Maybe you have 
questions about the Bible, too. It's not uncommon for people to have questions about this text, and 
what it means, and how we can make sense of it. There are parts that are confusing or disturbing, and 
maybe you've found yourself in that place from time to time.

People have questions about the Bible, and some of the many questions that you may have had or you 
may have heard are these: How do I make sense of those stories in the Old Testament where it seems to 
say that God commands the people to kill every living thing in a community? Is that right? How can that 
be? How can the creation stories of Genesis be reconciled with modern science? 

There are some stories in the Old Testament and in the New Testament where it seems that different 
things are happening depending on who is telling the story. Does that make it unreliable? How do I 
understand those? There's no shortage of questions that can be asked about the Bible. My hope is that 
during the weeks of this series, we'll have the opportunity to explore the Bible as much more than just a 
book of stories and rules from some time in the past. It is rich with a relevant message that God has for 
us today.

We'll discover, again, how to engage with the Bible in ways, perhaps new ways, and how it can apply to 
our lives every day. By no means will we be able to cover it all, or be able to answer all the questions 
that you may have about the Bible, but my hope is that all of us, in some way, will grow in our faith and 
re-discover or dive deeper into the power of scripture. 

But first, ask the question: Well, what is the Bible? What is the Bible? And to begin to answer that, I 
want to consider first what the Bible is not. One of the things that the Bible is not really is an owner's 
manual. Sometimes people will talk about it as an owner's manual. Now, I want you to imagine the 
owner's manual that you have in your vehicle. You reach over and you grab it out of the glove box. I do 
this every time I get a warning light on the dash to try to figure out what in the world is going on. Do I 
need to take it in for service, or is this going to be okay by itself?

There's a table of contents. It has safety features. It has how to do routine maintenance, a 
troubleshooting guide. And then, the most important thing, I find, the index in the back, where you can 
find out where everything is. It's pretty straightforward. You just have to find your way, and there it is. 
But the Bible is not very much like an owner's manual. One of my colleagues in the Great Plains 
describes it this way. I wish it were written like my owner's manual. Instead, its table of contents begins 
with stories of people who lived in the ancient near East thousands of years ago. Next come books of 
poetry, where the troubleshooting should be, followed by books written by fiery prophets warning 
about the wrath from the Assyrians and Babylonian armies.
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Next are the New Testament gospels, telling stories about what Jesus said and did and about his 
crucifixion and his resurrection, and then there's these letters, called the epistles, written by people 
called apostles, to Christians that lived in the Roman Empire 2,000 years ago. How do I find instructions 
in those? 

Finally, right where the index should be, at the end, to be able to make sense of everything, there's the 
book of Revelation, the stories of multi-headed beasts and dragons and ... The Bible is just not really like 
an owner's manual. Some people will use the word Bible as an acronym. Maybe you've heard this or 
used it. Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. B-I-B-L-E. Maybe you've heard of that.

It's a pretty fun acronym, but really, the guidance in the Bible is not basic. And it's not just what to do 
before you die. Some people use the Bible as a decision maker. When I was growing up, my 
grandparents had a small box. This was well before any cell phones or any kind of mobile devices. It was 
a box about this big. It had six LED lights on it, and what you did was you pushed a button on it, and it 
ran through the answers, and it was supposed to help you make a decision. And it was maybe, definitely, 
not yet ... A little bit like a Magic 8 Ball. Maybe you've had one of those or maybe you have a Magic 8 
Ball. You ask it a question, and you shake it up, and then you see what the answer is. 

Have you ever tried that with the Bible? You might give it a shot. There's a Bible in the pew in front of 
you, or when you get home, you might just say, "Okay." Ask it any question you've got. Should I do 
something different with my life? Should I plant grass this year? Should I do a garden? I don't know ... 
Whatever it is. Ask a question. Flip it open. Hit a verse. And see what the answer is. 

It doesn't work like that always. You might, if you're lucky, you might find something that even makes 
sense to your question, but it doesn't really work quite like that, either. What is the Bible? Well, let's 
take a closer look at what the Bible is, first by looking at these words, these words that we use. The 
word scripture is a middle English word that comes from the Latin word scriptura, which means 
"writings." It means "writings." And that word, scripture, has come to mean sacred writings or religious 
texts, and really can be used for the Holy Book of a variety of faiths, not just our Christian faith. 

The word "Bible" itself comes from the Latin word biblia, which in turn is found in the same root of the 
Greek word, and the Greek literally means "paper" or "scroll." And it was used as the common word for 
book, as you might imagine, at that time. Paper or scroll was used. And so Bible might also just mean 
"book." This is the book. John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, said, "I am a man of one book," 
referring to the scripture. 

Christian use of the term "Bible" can be traced to 223, the year 223, when [inaudible 00:06:38], a great 
theologian of the early church was the first writer to use the phrase at biblia, the books, to refer to both 
the Old and New Testaments together. So we've used the word for a long time, writings, the book, the 
story. And some amazing statistics: The Bible ... As we shared this, it's the best-selling book of all time. 
You may know that. It's translated into over 1,000 languages, 1,200 languages or more, 66 different 
books, 1,089 chapters, again, dependent on the translation, 31,173 verses, 77,692 words. It was written 
over 1,400 years, over centuries this book was compiled.

On the one hand, it's one book, one best-selling book. If you're a bookstore owner, you're going to want 
to have one on hand. It's a bestseller. On the other hand, it's a variety of books. It's mini-books, 66. 
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Really, a bit more like a library, but most importantly, the Bible is one story. One story that sweeps over 
history and changes the world. And this is where we begin to get the essence of what the Bible is. It's 
pages and ink. It's digital pixels, perhaps. And yet, it's more than that. The Bible is a story that gives life. 

And that story goes something like this: In the beginning, God. In the beginning, God spoke and created 
all that exists in the entire universe, the entire cosmos. And in the beginning, on the third planet from 
the sun, on the tiniest solar system on the edge of the Milky Way galaxy, God brought forth life. And the 
very last of creation to be brought forth was human beings, created in the image of God. Human beings 
were created to love and to be loved. Humans were created to know and to understand, to be known 
and to be understood, and God walks with them in the cool of the afternoon in the Garden of Eden.

Well, humans were created in God's image, we see that they quickly use their freedom to make bad 
choices. It wasn't enough for them to walk with God in that way. We were created in God's image, and 
they had everything that they could ever need, but it seemed that wasn't enough. They wanted to be 
like God in every single way and broke the one rule that God offered to them. This is something that we 
all share. It's the human condition. When left to ourselves, we turn away from God's desire for our life. 
We tend to break down relationships with God and other people, but God did not abandon humans. 

Years later, God calls to himself a nation, a grouping of people, an interesting people, of all the people in 
the world. And you think that God would choose a powerful one, a strong people, a wealthy people to 
be his very own. But God chooses slaves in Egypt, and says, "You will be my people, and I will be your 
God." God makes a covenant. God makes a promise with them and sets them free from bondage. God 
delivers them from slavery in Egypt and gives them a Promised Land and shares with them a guide for 
living. 

And God says, "So long as you do these things and live in this way, I will be your God. I will be your 
Father. You will be my children. I will be your lover. You will be my beloved. I will be King. You will be 
subjects. If you do these things, we will walk together." But the people struggle walking with God. They 
find themselves wandering away from God's path and chasing after the gods of their local community 
that the Canaanites ... And when they do, God's heart breaks. God turns his back and says, "I have to let 
you go your own way. I'd love for you to walk with me, if you walk elsewhere ... I have to let you go." 

The people walk away from God's protection. Then the empires of the North and the South, the 
Egyptians, the Babylonians, the Persians, the Assyrians, they being to attack this tiny land bridge in the 
country. And when the people of Israel are subdued by outside nations, they cry out to God and they 
say, "God, we are so sorry. We have come back to you. Please forgive us. Take us back." And God takes 
them back. And God loves them. God cleans them up, and they promise to walk with God forever. 

And then a few years later, they walk away again. They chase after the gods of the Canaanites and the 
empires around begin to attack them and God withholds God's protection, and they are subdued, and 
they cry out to God once more, "God, we're so sorry. Please take us back." And God takes them back. 
God cleans them up. And they promise to walk with him and love him forever. And after a few years, 
they begin to walk away. God withholds protection. The empires attack. Are you getting the story?

This is the whole biblical story. Of course, it's our story, too, isn't it? Every one of us is prone to wander. 
Lord, we feel it. Prone to leave the God we love. And God finally says, "I will show you. I have been 
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speaking to you through prophets and priests and law-givers. I will walk among you. I will become one of 
you and show you how much I love you. I will show you what I intended for you. I will be your God, and 
you will be my people, and Jesus Christ is born."

Emmanuel. God with us. God takes on flesh and there's something powerful and exciting about showing 
up, about being present. God knows what it's like to be sick, tired, sad, excited, joyful. God is walking 
among us, so that we can see and understand. Jesus calls disciples, teaches, preaches, heals, and gets in 
trouble with the authorities. And we find that indeed, God hurts and bleeds, just like humans. And 
finally, Jesus is put to death on the cross and prays, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they're doing." Then he's raised to life to give us hope. What an amazing story. But that's not the end of 
the Bible's story.

The church is born by the power of the Holy Spirit to change the world and to make disciples of all 
people. Then you finally get to these wonderful letters in the New Testament, written from individuals 
to communities, and you find statements like this: "Faith, hope, and love abide, but the greatest of these 
is love." And then, in the very end, you come to the end and find that Christ returns, and the kingdoms 
of the Earth shall be the kingdoms of our God and of his Christ and He shall reign forever and ever. 
There's no more sorrow, no more pain, and no more suffering for the old will have passed away. And 
that's the biblical story.

It's a story that gives life and changes the world. The good news is that we can be part of God's story 
that we read about in the Bible. It's still happening today. We can walk with God every day of our lives, 
and one day live with God forever and today be part of God's kingdom, right here in [inaudible 00:13:43] 
and Shawnee County, living a life that really is life. We can be part of God's story. And this brings us to 
the story of scripture that was read today.

Jesus is in the wilderness. He's been led there by a spirit to meet the devil. Jesus is there for 40 days and 
40 nights, not eating anything. He's starving. Can you imagine not eating for 40 days and 40 nights? And 
it's then, at that time, when the tempter shows up. He says, "Jesus, I know you're hungry. I know you 
have the power to turn these stones into bread. Why don't you just do that? Aren't you hungry? 
Wouldn't you like something to eat?" 

And Jesus said, "People won't live only by bread, but by every word spoken by God." God can speak to 
us in a lot of ways. Yet, we hear God's word for us most often and most consistently in the Bible. So my 
invitation for you is to live a life defined by the story of the Bible, especially the story of Jesus. Let the 
Bible capture your deepest hopes and your greatest aspirations. Allow the person you hope to be, the 
person that you are today, to be shaped by what's in the scriptures. I want you to be able to understand 
as best as you're able and also to be able to wrestle with the difficult places. I want you to have a deep 
longing, to read the words of the Bible and help them shape your life.

Because it doesn't matter whether you're making homemade bread or have Wonder Bread or 
sourdough or French bread. You can still be starving to death if you haven't heard God's word. Inside the 
Bible are the words of life. Will you pray with me?
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Oh, God, we give you thanks for the Bible, for your story, for the opportunity to live as part of it. We ask 
that you help us to be shaped by your words, to live as your people, and to follow after you all of our 
days. We offer ourselves to you. In Jesus' name. Amen. 
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