
This transcript was exported on Mar 31, 2019 - view latest version here.

2019-03-24 The Gospel of Mark - Bread and Water ... (Completed  
03/24/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 1 of 5

Have you ever found yourself in the middle of a storm? Sometimes it's physical storms and when we're 
in the middle of a physical storm sometimes it's one so severe that you need to take a shelter. Other 
times we find ourselves in a storm and we can give thanks to God because of the rain that's falling on 
the earth when it's so desperately needed. Of course, at times we know that the storms when they fall 
with so much rain they can cause dire emergencies like our friends and neighbors north of us in 
Nebraska.

Of course, storms don't always come in physical form, ones that we might think of in nature. They also 
happen emotionally and in relationships in our lives. There's a number of ways that we might think 
about storms there as well. Anger, division, holding grudges. All of these things can cause storms in our 
lives.

Today we hear a story about Jesus with the disciples in a storm. This is a physical storm on the Sea of 
Galilee. We'll be taking a closer look at this story to see what we can learn from it about the way that we 
might live our life of faith today.

We're in the middle of a series which is a reading through the gospel of Mark as we prepare to celebrate 
Easter. We're inviting you to read through the entire book. If you've never read through one of the 
gospels, this is a chance for you to do it, an invitation for you to join along. If you are just beginning, 
we're going to be reading through chapter eight. If you've been following along and our daily devotional 
guide or each week, read chapters seven and eight before next week and we will get there before Easter 
on April 21st.

As we've been reading the story so far in Mark, we see that things are going pretty well for the disciples. 
They've been following Jesus for some time there. They're not just new to this bit of following after 
Jesus, but they had just finished the feeding of 5,000 people as we heard with a couple of loaves of 
bread and fish. It was a miracle.

Jesus has revealed what the Kingdom of God is like through a series of parables. You remember short 
stories, like the parable of the soils that we talked about last week. Jesus has done amazing, incredible 
miracles and the disciples have seen the power of God at work in him. He's tried his best to explain why 
he came, what his purpose was and what God is all about it.

And the disciples, we use that word because it's people that follow after someone, they're doing pretty 
well with that following after Jesus. It seems like they're coming along pretty well.

But there's one area or perhaps they have room to grow and that is storms. Here's a question we'll focus 
on today. You might write it if you want to. Does the presence of a storm cause you to doubt the 
presence of God? Does the presence of a storm cause you to doubt the presence of God? This is what 
we're going to take a closer look at and ask the disciples this question as we consider this passage for 
today.

If you've been reading through the gospel of Mark, you remember that the scene is a familiar one. The 
disciples have been in a storm scene before that in chapter four. Jesus is in a boat with his disciples at 
that time and a huge storm comes and they are rightfully scared. Jesus, on the other hand, is sleeping in 
the back of the boat.
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A few chapters earlier from what we heard today, we read these words in Mark chapter four, verses 39 
through 40. He got up, this is Jesus, got up and gave orders to the wind and he said to the lake silence, 
be still. And the wind settled down and there was a great calm. Jesus asked them why are you 
frightened? Don't you have faith yet?

Here in chapter six we find a similar situation. The disciples again are on a boat in the middle of the Sea 
of Galilee. And this time we invite you as we hear this story and remember that story, keep this question 
in mind. Does the presence of a storm cause the disciples to doubt the presence of God?

We find in Mark 6:45 these words and we're going to walk through this story as we consider it. Right 
then Jesus made his disciples get into a boat and go ahead to the other side of the lake, toward 
Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. Now this crowd that's referenced in this versus of course the 
crowd that had just gotten fed by a few loaves of bread and a few fish. So Jesus is seeing them on their 
way. The disciples go ahead to the other side of the lake. and he says I'm going to stay around, maybe 
shake hands after this miracle and make sure that folks are on their way.

After saying goodbye to them in verse 46 Jesus went up onto a mountain to pray. This is one of those 
many times in the gospels that strikes me nearly every time. Jesus said y'all go ahead and the boat, I'm 
okay here. And what he does is he finds time alone to pray. No matter how busy Jesus gets, he always 
seems to find that this space. You'll find it mentioned in these short spaces throughout the gospel of 
Mark and our other gospels. He makes a space to spend time in prayer.

Continues in verse 47. Evening came and the boat was in the middle of the lake, his disciples boat, but 
he was alone in the land. So the disciples on the lake and Jesus there on the shore. He saw his disciples 
struggling. They were trying to row forward, but the wind was blowing against them. Very early in the 
morning he came walking to them walking on the lake.

This is that dramatic moment when Jesus walks on water. Even people that aren't religious or maybe 
have no memory of a Christian faith would know a little bit about this story perhaps. It's not uncommon 
to say that that person or this other person walks on water and using that as a description for someone 
that has really incredible powers, some kind of divine power it seems. This is that moment.

And then we come to this phrase though, did you catch it? He intended to pass by them. Wait a minute, 
what? We need to wrestle with this for a bit because this sentence and many others in the gospels, 
where you come to it and you say well, wait a minute. What is going on here? Well, why did Jesus do 
that? And not only that, why did the author of the gospel of Mark decide to include that in the text? 
Why is that part of the story he intended to pass by them?

When Jesus saw them struggling in the wind blowing against them, Jesus walks out there on the water. 
We think he's going to help, but the scripture says something different. The scripture says that he 
intended, his plan A perhaps, was to pass by them. Maybe he had other things on his mind. I don't know. 
Maybe it takes a lot of concentration to walk on water. Probably so. The scripture says that he's walking 
out there and before he stops to help, he intended to pass by them. Now how do you make sense of 
that?
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And then something happened to seem to disrupt what Jesus had in mind, what his intention was. When 
they saw him walking on the lake, they thought it was a ghost and they screamed. Seeing him was 
terrifying to all of them. Just then he spoke to them, be encouraged. It's me. Don't be afraid.

Jesus was going right by them, was going to walk by them, but then they screamed. Then you see here, 
they screamed, seeing him was terrifying to all of them. Other translations say they cried out. Jesus was 
walking right by them. They cried out, but they didn't cry out in faith. They cried out in fear. Seeing him 
was terrifying to all of them. They're terrified. They don't know what this is. They don't know what's 
going on here. Who is this? It's probably a ghost. They're not certain that as Jesus, their savior. They 
don't cry out in faith. They cry out in fear.

Here's the thing, have you ever cried out in fear? It's okay to cry out to God when we don't understand 
what's going on in our life. It's okay to cry out to God when we doubt. It's okay to cry out to God when 
we have a lot of questions. Jesus hears our cries. God hears the disciples voice. God hears our voice, 
even when we might be terrified, even when we're experiencing fear. And I wonder, is it possible that in 
your life and mine that Jesus is passing by right now? During this day, during this season of our life, is it 
possible that God may be wanting to work something out in the middle of a storm, whatever storm it 
may be that you're facing? And yet is waiting for us to cry out, waiting for us to say something? All it 
takes is to cry out to God.

The scriptures continue, seeing him was terrifying to all of them. Just then he spoke to them. Be 
encouraged. It's me. Don't be afraid. It's me, Jesus says. It's me. and it's helpful to remember that these 
stories in the New Testament also happen in a context in which these disciples have heard and were 
familiar with the stories from the Old Testament. And you may know that the language that's used here 
that Jesus used, of this self identification is very similar to the language that was used in a famous story 
from Exodus.

You remember the story of God speaking to Moses at the burning bush? God has called Moses to set the 
people of Israel free from slavery in Egypt. It's an enormous task and Moses had some questions. So let's 
go back to remember that story in Exodus chapter, three verse 13 and 14. But Moses said to God, if I 
now come to the Israelites and say to them the god of your ancestors has sent me to you, they're going 
to ask me, what's this God's name? What am I supposed to say to them? God said to Moses, I am who I 
am. So say to the Israelites I am has sent me to you. God says to Moses, I am has sent me to you. Jesus 
says to the disciples, it's me. It's me.

God doesn't always come to us in ways that we might expect. God came to Moses in a Bush that was 
burning but didn't seem to burn up. Jesus came to the disciples walking in the water. They think that 
he's a ghost. I don't know what the disciples were expecting when they were out there on the storm. 
What they were not expecting was to see someone walking on the water. Jesus came to them in a way 
that they did not expect and they were terrified. They didn't know it was God. They didn't know it was 
Jesus. And we risk the very same thing today.

How do you expect God to show up in your life? If you're anything like me, you expect God to show up 
in ways that are predictable, in a comfortable way, a way that I can understand, in a way that I can 
recognize. And yet I wonder, can we recognize God when God comes to us in a way that we don't 
expect, in a way that we're not anticipating and perhaps a way that we might not have imagined that 
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God would be at work? Jesus may pass by us even today and we may never see him because we were 
not expecting God to show up in that way. Jesus reminds the disciples and us how close God it really is.

Which brings us back to verse 48, which is still, it doesn't seem to make much sense. He intended to pass 
by them. Why would Jesus intentionally pass by them? It doesn't make sense until we dig just a little bit 
deeper and we go back to the story of Moses in Exodus.

After the burning bush, Moses does lead the people out of slavery in Egypt. They're making their way to 
the Promised Land and in the wilderness Moses is again meeting with God and he's bold enough to 
make an astonishing request. Show me your glory, Moses says to God. In Exodus 33 we read these 
words. Moses said please show me Your glory is and presence. The Lord said I'll make all my goodness 
pass in front of you and I'll proclaimed before you in the name of the Lord. I'll be kind to whomever I 
wish to be kind, and I will have compassion to whomever I wish to be compassionate. But the Lord said 
you can't see my face because no one can see me and live. The Lord said, here's a place near me where 
you will stand beside the rock as my glorious presence passes by. I'll set you in a gap in the rock and I'll 
cover you with my hand until I've passed by. Do you remember those words?

It's not that Jesus is ignoring them and wants to walk by, it's that he wants all of his glory to be revealed 
to them. Jesus wants the fullness of his divinity known to them. This is why he's walking on the water. I 
know what Jesus says here, that you think this is impossible and that's the point. It's not that I'm trying 
to just walk by you. I'm trying to pass by you to reveal all my glory to you just as I revealed to Moses so 
long ago,

However, that this is what is so different about the passage in Exodus. The reason that God's boy was 
passing by Moses was because he had it all together. Moses had it all figured out and Moses was living 
right. Moses was understood. He was following after God's call, and this is why God revealed himself. 
This is why God walked, passed by Moses.

But the beautiful message of the New Testament, the good part of the good news for us today is that 
the disciples don't get it. We read over and over how they don't understand. They are imperfect. They 
are flawed, they are sinners, and yet Jesus does the very same thing. I want to reveal to you all that I am. 
And my guess is that there are many of us feel that God won't be revealed until we get it right. Until we 
get our act together, until we get cleaned up and until we become perfect. Yet here Jesus says I am 
willing to show you all of my glory, even before you have your act together.

Scripture says this. He got into the boat and the wind settle down. Disciples were so baffled that they 
were beside themselves. That's because they hadn't understood about the loaves. Their hearts have 
been changed, that they resisted God's ways. The point of this story is not about great faith. It's not 
about the disciple's faith. It's about God whose power and grace and love is greater than all of those 
things. The point of this story is not to demonstrate the weakness of our faith. The point of this story is 
to demonstrate the greatness of God, that our God is divine, that our God is close to us, especially in 
times of storm and struggle and our God is willing to get in whatever boat that we might find ourselves. 
When we cry out this despite our flaws and despite our shortcomings, the good news is that God is 
always greater than the storm. Always.
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So trust that God walks with you. Know that God wants you to feel God's presence and receive God's 
endless love. In times of peace and terrible storms, God hears when we cry out. God's glory is revealed 
to messed up sinners just like me and you. God chooses us. Will you cry out to God? Will you pray with 
me?

Jesus, we want to cry out to you even when we don't know what to say. And so we come today to do 
that. We know that you're with us in the circumstances that we face and yet we struggle at times to see 
you passing by. So we ask that you might make yourself known. Help us to feel your presence. Give us 
strength when we face difficult times. Encourage us to share your love with others and first to receive it 
for ourselves. Thank you for Jesus. Thank you for your love. Please fill us with your Holy Spirit and help 
us to follow you. We offer ourselves, oh God, to you in Jesus' name. Amen.
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