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We're going to begin today with some congregation participation, so I need your help thinking about 
who are some well known people that you know only by one name, a single name?

Cher.

Cher, popular choice. What are some other ones?

Lady Gaga.

Lady Gaga. We've got two words there so we're looking for one. We've got Cher. Elvis. Excellent. What 
else? What else? 

Gandhi.

Gandhi.

Reba. 

Reba.

Jesus. 

Jesus. We're out of ideas. That's it. That's all for today. Now when you think about those people, or 
maybe there's something that you're thinking to yourself, what comes to mind when you say those 
words? When you hear just one word, one name, it can make you think of things. Reba, for example, 
particular things come to mind. Gandhi, other things come to mind. There's all kinds of connotations and 
connections that we make when we hear someone's name, especially someone well known like this, 
where we might be connected with them in a variety of ways. And you think, well, who is this person? 
Well, what do they stand for? What do we know about them that might indicate what the future might 
hold? Or what to expect from that person. When someone is well known enough to be known just by a 
single name we know something about who they are. 

Now and the scripture today Jesus asks his disciples a little bit about this and some of the same 
question. What do you think about when you hear of [inaudible 00:01:36]. Really, you kind of asked, 
what did people say about me? Did you hear that? He says who do other people say that I am? And he 
says well, Elijah, or some other people. And then he turns the questions to his disciples, not just what do 
other people say about me, but who do what you say that I am?  Peter answers, the Christ. He gives the 
one answer, Christ. This question becomes a much more personal when Jesus asks it in this way.

We're in the middle of a series of where we are examining the gospel stories in the book of Mark. We're 
reading the entire text together on our journey towards the Easter on April 21st. I invite you to join me 
as we read through this text together. 

If you're subscribed to our daily devotional, you'll find those readings there. If you're not, that's okay 
too. You can join us this week. We're reading chapters nine, 10 and 11 before next Sunday. So if you'd 
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like to make your way on this journey towards Easter, I would invite you to read those three chapters 
towards next Sunday.

Now the gospel of Mark is really an interesting that text. Most scholars agree that it's the oldest of the 
four gospels, most likely written and recorded first out of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. And it's also 
the shortest of the four gospels and sometimes you might think of it as kind of a snapshots of Jesus' life. 
It's not really written quite like a biography that we might find at the library or purchase about some 
one of these names that you have mentioned here today. It certainly begins at the beginning and 
continues towards the end, but instead of kind of a smooth chronological flow, what you get as it 
snapshots, Jesus is healing people here and then speaking with the religious leaders over here. Maybe a 
way of thinking about it is like a yearbook. When you think of a high school or college or yearbook who 
get snapshots of life in different settings. And over the course of it all, you begin to get a picture of what 
it was like in that school at that particular time. 

So it is with the gospel of Mark. You have snapshots of Jesus throughout his life in different places and 
with different people and overall you begin to put together a picture of who this person is and who we 
might follow after. 

Now, when Jesus asked his disciples this question, who do you say that I am, he might expect for them 
to have some idea about what it is because this is not the first question that Jesus has for his disciples. 
Scholars would say that he's probably been with them together for about 18 months by this time. This is 
about half their time together. And wherever Jesus went the disciples were there with him. Whatever 
Jesus ate, the disciples ate. When he stopped to take a rest, they often that stopped and took a rest as 
well. They had given up their lives, reshaped them, reform them to follow after this man all across the 
ancient near east. 

And throughout these months the disciples had seen Jesus do some incredible things. Some of these 
stories that we've looked at over the last several weeks. And they've experienced incredible feats of 
power working through them as they themselves performed pretty incredible feats as well. And yet they 
were still accountable for asking responding to the question, who do you say that I am? 

We see here that it's not just enough to see what God is doing, not just enough to witness it but to 
respond to the question, who do you say that I am? Jesus asks us still today. And this few verses is the 
turning point of this gospel and I want to read just a few of them to you again. This is called Peter's 
confession or the confession of Peter when he gives this answer.

Jesus and his disciples went into the villages near Caesarea Philippi. Hi on the way. He asked his 
disciples, who do people say that I am? See, he's asking other people first, who do other people say that 
I am? They told him some say John the Baptist, others Elijah and still others, one of the prophets. And 
then Jesus asked the question a little bit differently. Then he asked them, what about you? What about 
you? Who do you say that I am? And Peter answered you are the Christ. This one word that so many 
meanings and connotations, especially for the people of the day. 

You see, you remember that Christ that means the chosen one, the one that had been promised from 
long ago. This is the one that the people of Israel had been hoping for, anticipating, looking forward to, 
the one that would save the people. This is who they were waiting for. This was the one word answer to 
the question who do you say that I am? But of course the Christ isn't the only answer that could have 
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been given. The disciples might've answered it differently. And today people might answer that question 
differently as well. Who is Jesus? 

One of the Great Christian authors is CS Lewis. You may know that he and another great literary giant, 
JRR Tolkien, were were good friends. They lived together and they would spend time together and CS 
Lewis himself was actually an atheist before JRR Tolkien was part of his conversion. He would go on to 
write one of the great Christian texts called Mere Christianity. And in this book, CS Lewis gives it three 
one word answers again to this question, who do people say that I am? Excuse me. 

And CS Lewis writes this about Jesus, a man who was merely a man and said the sort of things that Jesus 
said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic on a level with a man who says 
that he is a poached egg or else he would be the devil of Hell. You must make your choice either this 
man was and is the son of God or else a madman or something worse. This paragraph poses is what 
came to be known as CS Lewis trilemma, a dilemma of course, a choice between two answers and a 
trilemma, here he presents the idea that Jesus was a liar, just wasn't telling the truth. And if there was 
someone that was claiming to be and to do the things that Jesus claimed to be and do the things that 
Jesus did, you might say well, I just don't know if that's true. It might be crazy. A lunatic is another one 
word name that people might respond to that. You know, this person is out of his mind. This Jesus just 
doesn't know what he's talking about. Intentionally deceptive or out of his mind. 

And then of course the last one is that that it might be true. That Jesus is Lord, that Jesus is the Christ. 
These one word answers to the question, who do you say that I am? CS Lewis offers us a liar or a lunatic 
or Lord. Peter says you are the Christ. Who do you say that I am? 

Regardless of how we reach our response to Jesus' key question, much more as they're acquired than 
simply answering the Christ sent it from God. If you believe that is the answer, there's much more to it 
then that just that. You see because Jesus asked, who do you say that I am? Not who do other people 
say that I am. Jesus doesn't ask us well, who does the preacher say that I am? Or who does your Sunday 
school teacher say that I am or who do religious scholars say that I am? Who do you say that I am? Each 
one of us is called to respond. And not just with an answer, by our lives themselves. By responding the 
Christ you are the one that is sent from God means that we are making a whole life commitment. It 
means acknowledging and fully embracing that Jesus was and is a man, but also is God and God's full 
being. 

Jesus is the best picture that I could imagine when I think about what God might be like or a God that I 
would want to follow. In the human form Jesus demonstrated that God is not unconcerned, that God is 
not some disembodied entity up there somewhere that's detached from pain and suffering. No. Instead, 
Jesus gives a flesh and reality to a God who cares. A God who loves deeply and longs to witness at all 
costs, even to the point of death on the cross. Christ, Jesus is the Christ, the one that has promised, the 
one that is sent from God. The one that I want to follow. And the stories in Mark help reveal more of 
what it means when Peter says you are the Christ.

You remember the parable of the soils that we talked about several weeks ago in which the seed is the 
word of God spread far and wide. There's no determination of which soils will receive the seed. All are 
welcome to hear. God's call as far as even before we are aware of it. And God's love extends to all the 
world. Answering that Jesus is the Christ, the one that will save, the one that is a savior is true for each 
person. And our opportunity is to respond to that, to say, yes, Jesus describes God's kingdom, the savior. 

https://www.rev.com/transcript-editor/Edit?token=FcNurlx5TG_iNgMBfOu4IA0e_slNxNsdfLXPBfgfKI1lbSab7a7WOS2UJfgzDZHJAuo5OPpU_SjvGwm9u5hmS0r60BQ&loadFrom=DocumentHeaderDeepLink
https://www.rev.com/


This transcript was exported on Apr 07, 2019 - view latest version here.

2019-03-31 The Gospel of Mark - Clarity, Christ,... (Completed  03/31/19)
Transcript by Rev.com

Page 4 of 4

We're not only saved from ourselves, but we're saved for something, to live as a part of God's kingdom. 
Jesus says, well, what's a good image for God's kingdom? What comparable can I use to explain it? 
Consider a mustard seed. When scattered on the ground is the smallest of all the seeds on the earth, but 
when it's planted and grows and becomes the largest of all vegetable plants. It produces such large 
branches at the birds in the sky are able to nest in a shade.

God takes the smallest things and helps them bear fruit. God takes our lives, which we might look at our 
own life and think we are insignificant in the big scheme of things and says, no, you are not insignificant. 
You are significant. And the way that you live, the way that you encourage, the way that you invite 
others makes an eternal difference. God works through even the most unlikely people, even folks like 
you and I.

Jesus heals a man possessed by a demon, a woman who's been bleeding for 12 years, brings a girl back 
to life. A snapshot and snapshot and snapshot here and the gospel of Mark. Heals the daughter of an 
immigrant, feeds those that are hungry. Snapshot, snapshot. All answering and helping tell the story of 
what it means to say Jesus, you are the Christ.

I don't know about you, but this picture of God is the God that I want to believe in, a God that I can 
believe in, one that I can base my life on it. And the good news is that following Jesus, saying that Jesus 
is the Christ, shaping our lives in this way means that we are on the path that leads to life. For that's 
where Jesus way leads. When we confess that Jesus is the Christ, the son of God, we commit to 
following Jesus and a sacrificial life of service. We respond to Jesus first and most persistent call, follow 
me. And we cannot stay where we are. Whatever Jesus values, that's what I want to value. Whatever 
Jesus believes about God, that's what I want to believe about God. However Jesus feels about other 
people, his neighbors, that's how I want to feel about other people or my neighbors. Whatever Jesus 
believes and teaches about how to use our finances, that's what I like to believe and teach and practice 
about how I might use my finances. However Jesus interacts with the poor, that's how I want to interact 
with the poor. Whatever Jesus treats all of creation., that's how I wanted to treat to creation.

And this is our invitation today, that we as well my act like Jesus, that we might talk like Jesus, that we 
might love like Jesus and give our lives away for Jesus' mission. Each of us will answer Jesus' question. 
Who do you say that I am? By what we say, and more importantly perhaps by how we live our lives. And 
even postponing or ignoring or trying not to answer that question is an answer in itself. So what's yours? 
What's your answer to Jesus' question? Who do you say that I am? 

Will you pray with me? Oh God, we want to follow after you. We want to claim you as the Christ, and 
yet we know we are so far from living in the way that you lived and we need your forgiveness. So wash 
us clean and make us new. Help us to order our lives after your example, following your encouragement, 
and guidance. Help us to share your good news with others and proclaim that you are the Christ by how 
we live. We offer ourselves to you. In your holy name, Amen.
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