
Church at Home—March 29, 2020 
 
Welcome to church at home. You are invited to use as many of these worship 
elements as you desire. This worship service is yours to adapt as you see fit. 
 

Call to Worship—from Psalm 61 
 

Hear my cry, O God; 
Attend to my prayer. 
From the end of the earth I will cry to You, 
When my heart is overwhelmed; 
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
For You have been a shelter for me, 
A strong tower from the enemy. 
I will abide in Your sanctuary forever; 
I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. 

 

Worship in Song—“You Are My All in All” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC617kE1maU&feature=youtu.be 
 

Affirmation of Faith—from Patmos Abbey 
 

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
 who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
 and that his grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
 who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
 and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, 
 and that our path leads to a human glory we cannot yet imagine. 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
 and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 

 Worship in Song—“Trust and Obey” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4mbKotzwkg&feature=youtu.be 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zC617kE1maU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a4mbKotzwkg&feature=youtu.be


Pastoral Prayer 
 
God, we offer to you what has been spoken,  
what has been left unspoken, and what is too enormous to speak.   
We offer you our honesty  
knowing that no human emotion or struggle is foreign to you. 

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
Restorer of life, we trust in your ability to heal.   
We open to you the woundedness within us, within our church,  
within our nation, within our world. 

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
Shepherd, through the most shadowed valley,  
we trust in your steadfast love.   
We place in your hands our fear, our confusion,  
our quickness to accuse,  
our despair over the suffering of others,  
our reluctance to be led by you. 

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
Bringer of Peace, we trust in your reconciling power.   
We lift to you all of those things within us and within our world  
that thwart your purpose of shalom. 

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
Love that pursues, we trust that you will not let go of your creation.   
We remember those who have died  
believing that communion with you is eternal;  
that nothing can stop your love. 

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
We remember all the people of this world:  
many faiths, many nations, many cultures.   
We are so small, so powerful, so beautiful,  
so dangerous, so intelligent, so foolhardy, so compassionate,  
so judgmental, so inventive, so instinctive, so hopeless, and so hopeful.   
We need you, and we need each other.   
Help us to remember that we are all created in your image.   
Teach us the kind of love that never lets the other go.   

God who brings life from death, hear us. 
And now may the Good Shepherd, who brings life from death,  
and who makes a way when there is no way,  
bless us and make us a whole people. 
And hear us as we pray together: 

Our Father… 

 
 



Offering of Thanksgiving 
 
At this time, you are invited to reflect on those things that you are thankful for this 
morning. What blessings have you experienced? What can you thank God for today? Take 
a few moments and bring God your Offering of Thanksgiving. 
 
If you choose to make a financial gift to Berryton UMC, you may do that via the church 
website at https://www.berrytonumc.org/give/ or by mailing a donation to the church. 
 

Scripture—Deuteronomy 31:1-3, 6-8 
 

When Moses had finished speaking all these words to all Israel, he said to them: “I am now 
one hundred twenty years old. I am no longer able to get about, and the Lord has told me, 
‘You shall not cross over this Jordan.’ The Lord your God himself will cross over before you. He 
will destroy these nations before you, and you shall dispossess them. Joshua also will cross 
over before you, as the Lord promised. Be strong and courageous; have no fear or dread of 
them, because it is the Lord your God who goes with you; he will not fail you or forsake you.” 
 

Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the sight of all Israel: “Be strong and 
courageous, for you are the one who will go with this people into the land that the Lord has 
sworn to their ancestors to give them; and you will put them in possession of it. It is 
the Lord who goes before you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not 
fear or be dismayed.” 
 

This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon—Be Strong and Courageous 
https://youtu.be/ojQbwTzF4MU 

 
Worship in Song—“I Am Not Alone” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I2oel0_Xa54&feature=youtu.be 

 
Benediction 
 
Beloved of God, 
You may be surrounded by a wilderness of solitude. You may be facing a future 
that threatens to overwhelm you. But you are not alone. The Lord your God has 
already gone before you. So be strong and courageous. Amen. 
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